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¶ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ /ƻǊƴŜǊ 

¶ Professor Robert Brem Honored with Social Justice Award 

¶ CoA Announces the 2017-2018 Scholarship Award Winners 

¶ Student Artists Receive Special Gift from College President 

¶ Eight CoA EOPS/CAFYES Students Tour Historical Black Colleges/Universities During Spring Break 2018 

¶ New Campus Tours, Community Ventures, Paving the Way for Young Scholars, and More from CoA Outreach  

¶ Classified Luncheon Will Be Held on June 1, 2018, at noon, at the F-Building Patio 

tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ /ƻǊƴŜǊ  
The last two weeks have been a whirlwind of celebrations and events 

honoring students, faculty, and staff. The whirlwind began with a 

Scholarship and Transfer Celebration event on the evening of May 10. It 

was a wonderful occasion, honoring students who are receiving 

scholarships and/or celebrating transfers to four-year colleges/universities. 

Special thanks to Aja Butler , Director of Campus Life, and Vivian 

Virkkila , Transfer Counselor, for coordinating the event. On May 15, I 

attended the East Bay College Fundôs training for mentors. CoA 

Transitions Liaison Nicole Kelly was also at the training. Iôm looking 

forward to formally mentoring a Peralta Promise student in Fall 2018.  

May 17 had a triad of great celebrations. The day began with a 

groundbreaking ceremony for the new CoA Center for Liberal Arts. We 

were joined by Alameda Mayor Trish Spencer. Construction begins this 

summer, and classes will be scheduled in the new building for Spring 

Semester 2020. The groundbreaking was followed by the CoA tenure reception. This year seven faculty members 

(Rachel Goodwin, Peter Ha, Carolyn Johnson, Jamar Mears, Peter Pappas, Bruce Pettyjohn, and Edwin Towle) 

received tenure. This is a major achievement. The day concluded with the first International Student Graduation hosted 

at Berkeley City College.  

Saturday, May 19, began with the 10TH Annual Peralta African American/African Graduation Ceremony, which was 

attended by over 200 students. The capstone event was the Apparel Design and Merchandising (ADAM) annual 

Fashion Show. As always, faculty members OJ Roundtree and Derek Piazza planned a premier event highlighting the 

exceptional work of students. It was magical to see the studentsô work come down the runway. 

Sincerely, 

 
Timothy Karas, Ed.D.   

President 
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tǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊ wƻōŜǊǘ .ǊŜƳ IƻƴƻǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ 
{ƻŎƛŀƭ WǳǎǘƛŎŜ !ǿŀǊŘ 
College of Alameda Professor Robert Brem (Political Science 

& Psychology) was honored on May 11, 2018, at the Thank-A-

Teacher 2018 Awards & Year End Celebration hosted by 

TEACHERS 4 SOCIAL JUSTICE (https://t4sj.org/). He was 

nominated for his work with the College of Alameda 

Community Change and Urban Leadership (CCUL) guided 

pathway initiative for ñdoing powerful education-based social 

justice work in the classroom and community.ò 

 

 

 

/ƻ! !ƴƴƻǳƴŎŜǎ ǘƘŜ нлмтπнлму {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ !ǿŀǊŘ ²ƛƴƴŜǊǎ 
Congratulations to all of the talented CoA students who have received 2017-2018 scholarships!  

 

Peralta Association of African American 

Affairs (PAAAA)  

Shaquiel Parker  

Imani Cade  

 

American Association of University Women 

(AAUW)  

Charlene Roxas 

Hong P. Ho  

 

Adeline Giuntini Memorial Scholarship  

Marissa Angulo  

Ambar Lopez Sanchez  

Carolyn Pope Chappell 

Serafina Truglio 

 

Bernard Osher Foundation Scholarship 

Jeannae Williams 

Zi Quan Situ 

Kisanet E. Sium 

Nagham Jadoua 

 

Dr. Nathan Strong Academic Scholarship 

Yuting Li  

 

 

Dr. Nathan Strong Scholarship for Cougar 

Basketball Team 

Danyell M. Henderson 

 

Foster Youth Scholarship Fund 

Charles Johnson 

 

John & Deborah Tunis Scholarship 

Lauren Ashley Baca 

 

Richard Lewis McHugh Memorial Scholarship 

Aaron Tam 

 

Presidentôs Medallion COA 

Megan Rozal 

 

Follett Bookstore 

Dennis Brekke 

 

Peralta Retiree Organization (PRO) 

Megan Rozal 

 
Submitted by Toni R. Cook, Dean, Special Programs & Grants 

 

 

 

CoA Professor Robert Brem was honored at the Thank-A-

Teacher 2018 Awards & Year End Celebration 
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Photos and art from left: Hector Corrales, óA Strollô Ink on paper, 2018. Imani Boyd, óStudent of Continuanceô, charcoal drawing, 2018. Nathan 

Filbrandt, óFlowô, acrylic on linen paper, 2018 

 

{ǘǳŘŜƴǘ !Ǌǘƛǎǘǎ wŜŎŜƛǾŜ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ DƛŦǘ ŦǊƻƳ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 
This spring President Karas awarded three talented student artists with gift certificates, including Hector Corrales, 

Imani Boyd, and Nathan Filbrandt . As you can see from the above photos, they were delighted at the special 

recognition of their work. 

Submitted by Drew Burgess, Professor of Fine Art, dburgess@peralta.edu 
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9ƛƎƘǘ /ƻ! 9ht{κ/!C¸9{ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ¢ƻǳǊ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ .ƭŀŎƪ 
/ƻƭƭŜƎŜǎκ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘƛŜǎ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ {ǇǊƛƴƎ .ǊŜŀƪ нлму 

 
This is the third year that College of Alameda students benefitted from the State of 

California's historical partnerships with Historical Black Colleges and Universities 

(HBCU). This year the EOPS/CARE and CAFYES programs sponsored eight 

students on a tour of six HBCU campuses.  

The tour began in Atlanta, Georgia, where students visited both the King Center 

and the final resting place of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and Coretta Scott King. 

Students then travelled to Clark Atlanta University, Morehouse College, and Spellman College.  

Two of the students who attended the tour received on the spot admission into Clark Atlanta University: Alaa 

Abdeleraman for Psychology and Malik Sims for Film School. Malik will have the privilege of participating in the 

same film program as legendary filmmaker Spike Lee. Both students will attend Clark University in spring 2019. Thus 

far, we have three students who took advantage of the HBCU tour to transfer from CoA to Clark Atlanta University. 

As such, we have seven College of Alameda students who will be attending Clark University in Fall Semester 2018. 

After a great time in Atlanta, we headed to Florida to visit Edward Waters College in Jacksonville, Florida, and Florida 

Agricultural and Mechanical University (A&M) in Tallahassee, Florida. Students were especially impressed with 

Florida A&M and all that it had to offer. Florida A&M University is a public institution founded in 1887. It is located 

in the beautiful hills of Tallahassee and is the only historically black institution in the State University System of 

Florida. The schoolôs mission is to educate African-Americans, but it accepts students of every race, ethnic origin, and 

nationality. Although the ñA&Mò in its name stands for Agricultural and Mechanical, the university offers 

approximately 60 baccalaureate degrees in a wide range of studies, with architecture, journalism, and psychology 

among the most popular undergraduate majors. 
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Rounding off the tour we visited three universities in Louisiana, including Southern University in Baton Rouge, LA, 

and Dillard University and Xavier University in New Orleans. Students were thoroughly impressed with each school. 

Dillard University offered a dynamic nursing program, and Xavier was liked for its top rated pharmacy school. 

Students also had the opportunity to soak in some of the wonderful local culture and delicious cuisine.  

As a result of three consecutive years of touring HBCUs, CoA students have created a network of support for each 

other and have developed strong meaningful relationships. More importantly, this first-hand exploration allows our 

aspiring students to witness, touch, and experience Black Education and Academic Excellence. These students are now 

aware that they too can be a part of a legacy of greatness associated with these historic campuses. As a result, they will 

be forever changed and inspired. 

Submitted by Toni R. Cook, Dean, Special Programs & Grants, tcook@peralta.edu 

bŜǿ /ŀƳǇǳǎ ¢ƻǳǊǎΣ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ±ŜƴǘǳǊŜǎΣ tŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ²ŀȅ ŦƻǊ ¸ƻǳƴƎ 
{ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ aƻǊŜ CǊƻƳ /ƻ!Ωǎ hǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ 
 

 
Photos From Left: Peer Outreach Advisor Erik Zavala gives 30 middle school students an overview presentation on College of Alameda. CoA 

superstars Ralston Earle, Susana (Elizabeth) Fernandez, and Erik Zavala address 60 middle school students as a part of a student panel. 

#Ï!ȭÓ .Å× $303 #ÁÍÐÕÓ 4ÏÕÒÓ 
In collaboration with the Disabled Student Programs and Services (DSPS) Department, the Outreach Department has 

recently begun to offer special tours for students with disabilities. These tours will generally take place on the last 

Friday of the month from 10 a.m. to noon. During this time students will receive a DSPS department overview, a 

campus overview presentation, and a general campus tour.  

mailto:tcook@peralta.edu

