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Library Guide to Peace & Conflict Studies 

The College of Alameda Library and other Peralta District libraries have excellent resources – check them all out! With a current student I.D. card, you can also check out books from Alameda, Laney, Merritt, and Vista Libraries. 

Your Library's resources are shelved in the REFERENCE COLLECTION, in RESERVES (Textbooks & Pamphlets), and ONLINE at the OPAC workstations.  Books that you can check out are found in the CIRCULATING COLLECTION. 

 Students should learn to use the Library's CATALOGS and INDEXES to find these materials. Online Book Catalogues can tell you what materials the library owns and where they are located by searching one of the following options: AUTHOR, TITLE, SUBJECT, using either a BROWSE (alphabetical listing) or a KEYWORD (word found anywhere) search. Online Article Databases help you find current magazine articles; search using the same options: AUTHOR, TITLE, SUBJECT, using BROWSE or a KEYWORD.
Always feel free to ask a Reference Librarian to help for library books and magazine articles.  Before frustration sets in, always ask for help, to quote our Head Librarian, Dr. Holland, "Productivity goes down when frustration goes up"!!
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Different subjects – by many names . . . Subject areas to use in your search include: 

War (War and children, War and Politics); Peace (Peace Corp, Woman and Peace, Peace Movement), Violence (Violence in literature); sub-topics include: Religious aspects, statistics, economic aspects, geographic location & dates (i.e. country, state, city), organizations, awards.  Also sees: Also look in other subjects for related topics like: aggressiveness (for psychological aspects), mass media (for above subjects on T.V.), international relations, and disarmament.

Finding books & other resources in your subject area – At this library we use the Library of Congress system of organization, which is a combination of letters and numbers. Books about the author, their lives and works are found shelved together. Library of Congress subject headings might be different than you use everyday. Ask a Librarian for more information and to help you search for articles and books and other free handouts.
In PEARL (Peralta’s online computer catalog) search for an author look under the individual's surname or “family” name:  Gandhi, Mahatma.  Or use their name for a subject search to find books about a person
You might need to look in various SUBJECT AREAS to find your topic.  Think of word for topics that are both  BROAD and GENERAL as well as NARROW and SPECIFIC.  

FOR EXAMPLE.  War, Peace, Violence Studies can be found in various areas depending on your focus including: B’s (Psychology/Religion), D’s & E’s (General and American History, including that of indigenous peoples), H’s (Sociology/Economics), J’s & K’s (Law), & W’s and U’s (War & Military).

ENCYCLOPEDIAS and BOOKS -- general encyclopedias are not usually recommended for research papers, can provide useful overviews and help you focus and narrow topics. Subject specific handbooks and encyclopedias a (see examples below) are good and major resources in the COA Reference Collection.

Abortion : violence & extremism / HQ767 .A3 1997

Encyclopedia of American social history /   HN57.E58 1993

Encyclopedia of the Persian Gulf War /U21 .G8 1995

The Encyclopedia of religion / BL31 .E46 1995

Encyclopedia of sociology /   HM17 .E52 2000

Encyclopedia of the Vietnam War / DS557.7 .E53 1996

Historical atlas of the Holocaust / G1797.21.E29 H5 1996

Inequality : opposing viewpoints in social problems / HN90 .S6 I53 1996

The Lessons of the Vietnam War / DS557.74 .L47 1988

Macmillan encyclopedia of world slavery /  HT861 .M24 1998

Social movements of the 1960s : searching for democracy /  HN59 .B97 1990

Violence in America : an encyclopedia /  HN90 .V5 V5474 1999

War and human nature : opposing viewpoints /U21.2 .B397 1983

Women in world history : a biographical encyclopedia /  HQ1115 .W6

CIRCULATION COLLECTION :
The anatomy of peace/ JX1952 .R44 1994

In battle for peace / W.E.B. Dubois  JX1908.U6 P375

On nuclear war and peace / Albert Schweitzer U263.S39 A2 1988

Peace movements in America. JX1961.U6 C53

Three guineas / Virginia Woolf. 
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ONLINE MAGAZINE DATABASES  (See Library Webpage)  Contains mostly FULL-TEXT articles online going back to the 1980s.  Some recommended databases are: InfoTrac; SIRS Researcher; Ethnic NewsWatch (a unique collection from ethnic and community based resources); and Academic Universe (major source of newspapers).

LIBRARY WEB PAGE & Guide to Web Resources– 

Remember that a web site should be evaluated for validity, accuracy, and currency. See a Librarian for more ideas about web sites.  Here are some recommended websites for PEACE STUDIES:

( Dr. Marin Luther King -- http://www.stanford.edu/group/King/   

This website is devoted to his life, works, and influence.

( A Century of Non-violent conflict (PBS) –http://www.pbs.org/weta/forcemorepowerful/  

Includes discussion of major international leaders and movements.

( A Day Without Violence [Activity] --   http://www.earlham.edu/~psa/  Take personal action on your campus!.

( American Friends Service Committee -- http://www.afsc.org  People of various faiths committed to global socioeconomic justice, peace, conscientious objection to war, & demilitarization.

( United Nation’s --  http://www.un.org/  The official site.

( The Nonviolence Web –  http://academicinfo.net/peace.html -- an internet-based organization initiated by an individual activist
( United States Institute of Peace -- http://www.usip.org/index.html  Established by  Congress as an independent, nonpartisan organization.

( WWW Virtual Library -- http://ww.earlham.edu/~psa/  A comprehensive site for peace studies and conflict resolution.

( Women Living Under Muslim Laws --   http://www.wluml.org/english/index.shtml  Network created to help end Muslim women’s isolation provide information and legal.
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