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Library Research in Native American Studies -- KIOWA

The College of Alameda Library and other Peralta District libraries have excellent resources – check them all out! The Library's reference resources are shelved in the REFERENCE COLLECTION, in RESERVES, and ONLINE at the OPAC workstations.  Books that you can check out are found in the CIRCULATING COLLECTION. 

 Students should learn to use the Library's CATALOGS and INDEXES to find these materials. As a Peralta CCD student, with current I.D. card, you also have available the books and magazine collections of the Alameda, Laney, Merritt, and Vista Libraries. Related search strategies can be used at these different sites. 

Online and Card Catalogues can tell you what materials the library owns and where they are located by searching one of the following options: AUTHOR, TITLE, SUBJECT, using either a BROWSE (alphabetical listing) or a KEYWORD (word found anywhere) search.  When searching, it helps to know the Library of Congress Subject Headings (LCSH). 

Always feel free to ask a Reference Librarian to help you “nail-down” your subject and get more varied or precise search terms.  Before frustration sets in, always ask for help, to quote our Head Librarian, Dr. Holland, "Productivity goes down when frustration goes up"!!
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Different subjects – by many names . . . . The Library of Congress, the system of organization we use in this library, uses specific words or terms to identify subjects.

Native Americans  -- Library of Congress uses the term "Indians" for the original inhabitants (also called aboriginal, First People, or First Nations) of the Western Hemisphere, including the Inuit. The Western Hemisphere of America is divided into five basic geographic regions: North America, Mexico, Central America, West Indies and South America. Works pertaining to Indian groups located within these regions are entered under Indians of the pertinent region, e.g., "Indians of North America.”  Individual tribal names are used as appropriate ("Pueblo  Indians," "Navajo Indians," and "Laguna Pueblo"). If the book is about one tribe, it will have that tribe's name as a subject heading. It will not also be listed under "Indians of North America". 

When beginning your search on a topic of interest begin by writing down ONE or TWO sentences that clearly describe your topic and find out the correct and most used form of the name.  From this you can pick words to use for your searches.

Finding books in your subject area – Library of Congress call numbers are  ALPHA-NUMERIC, a combination of letters (general subject areas) and numbers (sub-topics within a specific subject area).  Since Native America Studies is multi-disciplinary, you would need to check the catalog under several subject areas.
SUBJECT AREAS FOR NATIVE AMERICAN STUDIES INCLUDE: 

BIOGRAPHY (found in the A’s),  HISTORY of America (E51 – E99), ANTHROPOLOGY and FOLKLORE (GNs-GTs), RELIGION (BL’s) and MYTHOLOGY (BL and specific tribal heading)  See KIOWA materials at E99 .K5

After checking the main topic for your area, then look for subheadings which include:

--Religion & Mythology
(e.g. Indians of North America – Religion & Mythology)

--Rites & Ceremonies

If you not finding specific references -- go to broader terms and subject areas like:

--Religion  (looking for the "tribal", indigenous

--United States--Civilization--Indian influences 

ENCYCLOPEDIAS and HANDBOOKS can provide useful descriptions, overviews, and often list recommended reading on a topic. Reading encyclopedia articles can help call to your attention to topics of which you’re not aware that might be important for the research.   

Handbook of North American Indians (Ref. E77. H25) is a 20 volume series that covers Native American cultures and their histories in each of the culture areas of North America.

Encyclopedia of American Indian Costume (Ref. E98 .C8 P37) Entries are arranged by culture area, then by traditional tribal groupings. 

Encyclopedia of Native American shamanism / COA Reference Collection (E98 .M4 L98 1998)

Encyclopedia of Native American tribes  (E76.2 .W35 1988). 
Native North American literature : biographical and critical information on native

writers and orators from the United States and Canada from historical times to

the present.
(PS153 .I52 N38 1994).

______________________________________________________________________
PERIODICAL INDEXES can help you identify articles in print and online journals and magazines.  Librarians use three terms for “magazines” -- Periodical is used as a general term for any publication that is kept current by subscription in daily, weekly, monthly, or annual updates; Journals usually refer to more scholarly topical periodicals; Magazines refer to popular periodicals, like Newsweek.  

Readers Guide to Periodical Literature, print edition (Index shelves) -- paper bound issues are the most recent publications; the hard-bound edition covers past years.  After locating an article you would like to see, check the “Alphabetical and Subject List to Periodical Holdings” for to see if we own this periodical.

ONLINE INDEXES (Access through the Library Webpage)

EBSCOHOST – Provides FULL-TEXT for over 1,530 journals covering such subject areas as the Social Sciences, Humanities, General Science, Health & Medicine, Literature and Multi-cultural Studies, the Arts, Business, Sports, & much more.
INFOTRAC – Provides many FULL-TEXT articles from 1996 through current month and year, with access to an archive covering 1980 to 1995. Use this database to find information on Astronomy, Religion, Law, History, Psychology, Humanities, Current Events, Sociology, Communications, and the General Sciences.

SIRS Researcher – From SIRS Knowledge Source™, an online resource providing access to thousands of full-text articles, documents and graphics from SIRS reference databases, including many magazines, journals, and newspapers.

Ethnic NewsWatch -- A full-text collection of the newspapers, magazines and journals of the ethnic, minority and native press. It serves as a unique collection of articles, editorials, columns, and reviews that provide a broad diversity of perspectives and viewpoints -- the other sides of the stories. 

OTHER SPECIAL ONLINE INDEXES include: 

Facts-on-File (Updated weekly) --Grove Dictionary of Music & Musicians (2nd ed.) --Grove Dictionary of Art --LEXIS-NEXIS -- Access to Legal Materials -- Federal, State, & International Laws & Code, Newspapers (Full Text) and more --College Source -- Access to 10,700 college catalogs, web sites, and descriptions of 2-year, 4-year, graduate, and professional schools – and Books-in-Print with reviews 

BIOGRAPHICAL Sources can help you locate information about individuals. General biographical resources, except for very famous Native Americans, are not usually as useful as special Native American biography resources.  However, for writers such as Leslie Marmo Silko, you can use:

 Contemporary Authors (REF. PN771 C62), Contemporary Literary Criticism (REF. PN771 C59), and Twentieth Century Literary Criticism (REF. PN771 G27).

Notable Native Americans (Ref. E89 .N67 1995) Contains more than 265 entries from all fields of endeavor--politics, law, journalism, science, medicine, religion, art and literature, athletics, education, and entertainment.

AUTOBIOGRAPHY & ANTHOLOGIES & LITERARY CRITICISM

Dreams of fiery stars : the transformations of native American fiction, by Catherine

Rainwater. (PS374 .I49 R35 1998). 

Crow Dog : four generations of Sioux medicine men / Leonard Crow Dog  (E99.B8 C753 1995) -- Laney

Voice of the turtle : American Indian literature / edited,and with introduction by Paula

Gunn Allen. (PS508 .I5 V64 1994).

The way to rainy mountain / by N. Scott Momaday  (E99.K5 M64)

The Warren wagon train raid /by Benjamin Capps (PZ4.C247 War)

Vocabulary of the Kiowa language (Reference E51 .U6 no. 84)
INTERNET RESOURCES/WEBSITES   

General Sites

Check out the general sites on the LIBRARY WEB PAGE.  Especially check out the SUBJECT GUIDES & HOT TOPICS (especially Women’s Studies & Language & Literature) for paper topics.  Remember that a web site should be evaluated for validity, accuracy, and currency

• Search Engines – “It a jungle out there, Jane!”  Until you are more

experienced searching the Web in general, use primarily subject indexes search engines. 

Yahoo – http://www.yahoo.com  Try a search on “Native American”.

About.com – http://www.about.com . Try a search on “kiowa indians” 

• How to Organize a paper with MLA style
http://www.geocities.com/Athens/Oracle/4184  

NATIVE AMERICAN-RELATED WEB SITES
•American Indian Data Tables, U.S. Department of the Census -- http://www.census.gov/population/   Contains 4 table of general tribal information, tribal languages, social and economic characteristics, and housing and householder information.

•American Indian Ritual Object Repatriation Foundation –http://www.repatriationfoundation.org  Non-federally funded intercultural partnership assisting in the return of sacred ceremonial and to educating the public about the importance of repatriation

•First Nations/First Peoples -- www.dickshovel.com/firstnations.html 

•Indigenous Peoples Literature -- http://www.indigenouspeople.org/natlit/natlit.htm  A very comprehensive site with links to individual First Nations hompages as well as historical, ethnographic, and spiritual resources.

•Native American Authors -- http://www.ipl.org/ref/native/  Listings by name and tribe from the Internet Public Library.

•Native American Studies Subject Guide – http://dcis-oracle.dartmouth.edu/subjects  Choose N.A. guide 

•NativeWeb www.nativeweb.org 
Cyberspace for Earth's indigenous peoples, includes news, resources and history.  Do a search on “kiowa”.

•Women Writers of Color  --  http://voices.cla.umn.edu/ 
A selective list of important, but often neglected writers.

KIOWA & SOUTHER PLAINS -RELATED WEB SITES
•Kiowa gourd music – www.acoustics.org/press/132nd/4amub6.html
•The Kiowa Page – http://members.aol.com/RGEGuitar/Kiowa.html
•Kiowa Tribe Resources – www.ipl.org/div/natam/bin/browse.pl/t42   
•The Indigenous Flute – www.kevinlocke.com/flute.htm
•N. Scott Momaday – www.ipl.org/div/natam/bin/browse.pl/A50 
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