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Biographical Resources -- A Research Guide

The College of Alameda Library has many excellent and current biographical resources representing many different historical periods, geographical areas, ethnic and racial groups. These resources include indexes and guides to biographical material as well as biographical dictionaries.

COLLECTIVE VS. INDIVIDUAL BIOGRAPHY: Collective biographies are concerned with groups of individuals and often arranged by nationality, race, or vocation and are shelved in the REFERENCE COLLECTION.  Biographies of INDIVIDUALS can be found mainly in the CIRCULATING COLLECTION.  
LOCATING BOOKS:
Search using AUTHOR name, TITLE of books, or SUBJECT – includes biographies of people, using either a BROWSE (alphabetical listing) or a KEYWORD (word found anywhere) search.

When searching, it helps to know the Library of Congress Subject Headings (LCSH). Collective biographies, ones that have listing for many people, are found in the C’s, but you should also look in other areas/careers for which your person is famous – e.g. Look for Stevie Wonder in Music biography, 
In order to search for an individual person’s BIOGRAPHY, look under the individual's surname or family name as a SUBJECT.  To find their AUTOBIOGRAPHY search under AUTHOR:   For example WALKER, ALICE.
This is true in the online catalog, or in an INDEX in back of an ENCYCLOPEDIA ,or other book with an index – always look at the index when you select a book.

If a search in the catalog does not locate a biographical entry for a given individual, a Reference Librarian may be able to recommend other appropriate tools for biographical research like magazines, newspapers, or Internet websites. Other ways of searching for biographical sources include adding the appropriate geographical location, vocation, or institution followed by the term 
-biography: 

Boston, Mass.-Biography.
Authors-Biography.

Think Locally – Check Globally
All biography is not equal; local artists and activist might not yet have national or international attention.  What is the celebrity level of your person?  Check local media: newspapers, and TV and radio stations.  Conduct interviews, look at other community resources, bulletin boards as well as recommended library biographic sources.
AUTO/BIOGRAPHY:
• Who are they? • What do they do?

• Who do they say they are?  • What do other people say about them? 

• When you find out the activity, topic, art form, etc. they do, use this information as

a SUBJECT SEARCH to find out background information.  For example:
What is Hip Hop poetry?  What is environmentalism?
REFERENCE: Biographical Sources: Print & Online
Current Biography -- CT100 .C8 1940-1999 Monthly and Annual editions.
Encyclopedia of African-American culture and history -- REF E185.E54 1996
Encyclopedia of World Biography – REF CT103 .M27 1998 (2nd edition)
Contemporary Authors, Contemporary Literary Criticism, & Dictionary of

Literary Biography – Reference PN 700’s multi-vol. set & Online.  Use INDEX 
Women in world history: a biographical encyclopedia (16 vols.) – REF HQ1115 .W6
Article Databases:
• CQ Researcher – Hot topics, current events, easy subject search to narrow topics
• EbscoHost – Academic Search Premier
• Ethnic NewsWatch – community, ethnic, minority and native based news 
• Expanded Academic ASPA-Infotrac  
• Lexis-Nexis -- Newspapers
• SIRS – especially see recommended websites
INTERNET RESOURCES  Remember that a web site should be evaluated for validity, accuracy, authority, coverage, and currency.             
• Local Libraries & History – http://oaklandlibrary.org/aboutoakland.html  
• Local Media -- using Internet Directories: 
• Public Television – Local History & Culture -- http://www.kqed.org 

• Network Television  --– Yahoo http://dir.yahoo.com , click on News and

Media, click through to get to REGIONAL Television or Newspapers.  


• Local Newspapers – Yahoo http://dir.yahoo.com, follow above path, then



choose “Newspapers.”

• SF BayView – http://www.sfbayview.com -- Example of lists that celebrate


local community heroes
• Dead Peoples Server  -- http://www.deadpeople.info - Outrageous site of interesting celebrities who are deceased, retired, or “spaced.”
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